
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage Policy 
 

This policy is made available to all parents and staff of Hurlingham School on our website, and a hard copy can 
also be viewed at our School Office. 

 
This policy applies to all activities of Hurlingham School, including the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

Nursery and Reception pupils. 
 

 

  



 

 

1. Introduction 

At Hurlingham School we provide a broad and balanced curriculum.  Through the delivery of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage curriculum, the Foundation Stage Profile, the Development Matters guidance and the Every 
Child Matters approach, we seek to encourage, support and challenge all children to aspire to achieve the highest 
standards.   
 
In addition to academic growth, our curriculum also promotes each pupil’s moral, cultural, social, physical and 
creative development through the seven areas of learning.  Early Years education encompasses all learning.  It 
provides the foundation upon which children build and develop at their own pace.   

 

2. The aims of the Foundation Stage 
• To provide the children with a well-planned and resourced curriculum to take their individual learning 

forward and to provide opportunities for all to succeed in a caring, supportive and creative 

environment. 

• To work in partnership with parents and carers to help children learn and develop. 

• To follow guidance from the Department for Education, especially the characteristics of effective 

learning, the ‘Every Child Matters’ agenda along with ‘Development Matters’, the curriculum guidance 

for the Foundation Stage. 

• To create an environment where all children feel happy and secure. 

• To provide first hand experiences which are enjoyable and rewarding and develop the skills of 

investigation and exploration. 

• To recognise and cater for the needs of the individual to foster independence in all children so that 

they may be the best that they can be. 

 

3. Long, Medium- and Short-Term Plans 

In Nursery and Pre-School, we have adopted a combination of preplanned and ‘In the Moment’ planning which 
capitalises on the children’s interests and passions whilst ensuring a broad and balanced curriculum on a daily 
basis and appropriate progress towards the Early Learning Goals.  
In Reception, each topic is planned using explicit references from the Early Learning Goals, and is resourced 
inside and outside for spontaneous learning, planned activities and experiences as well as adult led activities, to 
ensure a well-balanced and exciting learning experience for each child.   

 

4. Morning and Afternoon Sessions 

Special emphasis is placed on child-initiated activities and resources are available for the children to choose 
from, depending on what their individual interests are.  In the Nursery, the day begins with independent 
exploration and this is followed by outdoor opportunities and structured learning in a Circle Time setting. 
Additionally, the children take part in a range of specialist lessons including music, gymnastics, dance, yoga, 
drama, French and Spanish multi-sport activities. Afternoon sessions (Explore and Discovery Time) are our 
provision for the children to explore and develop their learning through accessing the seven areas of learning, 
both in the classroom and outside, where the staff set up areas and activities from which the children may choose 
freely.  In the Pre-School year, children may opt to take part in Forest School, on a secure site on Wimbledon 
Common, every week throughout the year.  
 
Every day in Reception the children are taught more structured lessons such as Literacy, Phonics and 
Mathematics. They also have specialist lessons during the day in Music, French, Spanish, Sport and Ballet or 
Karate to further develop their understanding and knowledge. The day also includes Explore and Discovery Time 
which are our provision for the children to explore and develop their learning through accessing the seven areas 



 

 

of learning, both in the classroom and outside, where the Reception staff set up areas and activities from which 
the children may choose freely. Reception children attend Forest School/Nature Discovery sessions once a week 
on Wimbledon Common or Wandsworth Park. This enables pupils to make explorations in the natural world and 
satisfy their curiosity in making links between classroom activities and the outdoors environment. 

 
   

5. The Foundation Stage Curriculum 

In partnership with parents, the school will promote the learning and development of children to ensure they 
are ready for the next stage of education.  

 
The Educational Programmes of the EYFS 

 
Provision and practice within the early years will be centred around the requirements of the DfE’s ‘Statutory 
framework for the early years foundation stage’. 
The Educational Programmes in the EYFS underpin the curriculum that will be taught. This will be based on 
observations of children’s needs, interests and stages of development. Teaching will be planned to reflect 
these interests and individual circumstances through the educational framework in order to provide each child 
with a challenging and enjoyable experience.  
The EYFS framework outlines the seven areas of learning and development that are the Education 
Programmes of the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’. These are split into two 
interconnected sections – Prime and Specific:  
 
The ‘Prime’ areas of learning and development are: 

• Communication and language 

 Listening, attention and understanding  

 Speaking  

• Physical development  

 Gross motor skills 

 Fine motor skills 

• Personal, social and emotional development  

 Self-regulation 

 Managing self 

 Building relationships 

The ‘Specific’ areas of learning and development are: 

• Literacy  

 Comprehension 

 Word reading 

 Writing  

• Mathematics  

 Numbers 

 Numerical patterns 

• Understanding the world  

 Past and present 

 People, culture and communities 

 The natural world 

• Expressive arts and design 

 Creating with materials 



 

 

 Being imaginative and expressive 

In organising and implementing educational programmes, the school will ensure that a broad range of activities 
and experiences are planned, having regard to three characteristics of effective teaching and learning in the 
EYFS: 

• Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things.  

• Active learning – children concentrate, keep on trying if they encounter difficulties and enjoy their 

achievements.  

• Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, 

and develop strategies for doing things. 

Curriculum planning 
For children to make progress in learning, appropriate planning is important. When planning the curriculum, the 
school will ensure that: 

• Diversity and inclusion are at the heart of planning, ensuring provision enables every child access to 

engaging and challenging learning.  

• Staff observations and ongoing formative assessments are used to inform planning and create an 

accurate and informed picture of each child.  

• When planning teaching, it considers: 

 The stages of children’s development. 

 Children’s individual needs and interests. 

 The learning environment, inside and outside. 

• Staff develop knowledge of children and their families and use this information to inform practice and 

provision.   

• There are sufficient amounts of time and resources available for staff to engage in planning and 

assessment activities.   

• Curriculum plans are flexible working documents which will be adapted and changed to respond to the 

needs and interests of children. 

 
 

6. Assessment (see also the Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy) 
 
The EYFS staff use a range of assessment methods when gathering information on children’s progress and 
achievements.  These observations are recorded and monitored using the Tapestry Online Tracker. Within the 
first month of entry to the Nursery school, a Baseline assessment is completed on every child using Tapestry. 
For children aged between two and three a progress check is also carried out within the first four to six weeks of 
their time at the Nursery school which identifies the child’s strengths and any areas where the child’s progress 
is less than expected in the prime areas. We believe that observational methods are the principal tools through 
which assessments are made. 
 
The children complete BASE assessments on entry in their reception year and then again at the end of the 
Summer term. 
 
Daily, weekly and termly assessments are carried out to track progress on sounds, words and numbers. 
 
Observations are taken throughout the day by the Nursery and Reception staff, photographs are taken for the 
individual children’s Learning Journals (profiles) and notes are taken for possible ‘next steps’ for planning. 
Observations are recorded when children are making meaningful progress and achieving developmental 
milestones. When staff identify a concern about a child more frequent observations are made and provision is 



 

 

put in place for them to access the curriculum at their level so that they continue to make progress. Staff aim to 
spend a large majority of their time listening, communicating and interacting with the children to support the 
development of their skills, knowledge and understanding. We believe that if you are capturing the moment you 
are not in the moment. 
 
The ‘Learning Journal’ (our name for the Foundation Stage Profile) is an excellent form of assessment for each 
individual child and children all have opportunities to access to their ‘Learning Journals’ with their teacher, so 
that they can see the progression in their own learning too.  The parents also have access to these ‘Learning 
Journals’ and discussions are regularly held between the staff and parents about their children’s development 
and progress.   
 
Children with additional needs are assessed continually throughout the School and are reviewed on a regular 
basis to allow the introduction of new targets and specific learning requirements. 
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